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WHAT
IS IT?
OIKOS
oikos is one of the leading international student associations for sustainability in
management and economics. It was founded in 1987 at the University of St. Gallen
and it grew to a network of over 50 active chapters worldwide. With our pioneering
spirit in the field of sustainability, we revolutionized the association landscape at
European universities in the 80s and we can now look back on over 30 years full of
sustainable impact. The chapter of oikos Graz was founded in 2002 as the second
chapter in Austria, which means that we are celebrating 20 years of impactful
action in 2022. We give students access to the concept of sustainability through a
variety of projects and events. We believe that social, economical and ecological
sustainability belong together and that they will be essential components of
prospective economic development and business solutions.

INTERNATIONAL CHAPTHER CONFERENCE
International

Chapter

Conference

(ICC)

is

aimed

at

interested

students,

professionals and representatives of research-based science. Our goal is to bring
people from all areas of life together, to facilitate a dialogue and to find new
solutions to problems in our modern world. In addition to raising awareness of
sustainability, the focus is also on the contact with companies and start-ups that
stand up for a high level of responsibility and its effects. With our days, we want to
bring international participants closer to sustainability in everyday life, enable an
exchange through numerous integrated social events and provide a stimulus for
new ideas. With the individual level "I" we want to tackle the inner conflicts and
dive into the topic of climate anxiety. Followed by "You" which shows what is
already out there. Finally, we want to give everyone a positive feeling by getting
inspired by what individuals already achieved and what all of "Us" can do.
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For those 4 days we got an overwhelming amount of positive feedback from how
much people felt being hosted and taken cared of to the great program, their
individual hightlights and learnings along those days and sessions. It was lovely to
have all of this amazing people participating, shaping and co-creating this
conference together with us!
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DAY 1

oikos international

The input on this first day was organized by oikos international - big thank you for that!
Through various workshops on oikos related topics, but also the oikos impact fair it was a great
opportunity to get to know each other as well as oikos. The highlight of the day was the Bave Space,
where participants talked openly about vulnerability. Over 50 participants joined on this first day.
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DAY 2

I - Individual level

An exciting scavenger hunt through Graz in the morning to get to know the local, sustainable shops
followed by an inspirational motivational speech before rounding it up with insights on climate anxiety
with an expert in psychology. Even though the weather was bad we are so grateful, that nearly 70
people have joined us on this second day. What a great start!
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SCAVENGER
HUNT

SUSTAINABLE SHOPS IN GRAZ
Even though it was raining heavily five groups made their
way to the city to explore the sustainable small business
landscape of Graz. We learned how to screenprint on a Tshirt at Apflbutzn, got insights into zero waste products at
DasDekaGramm, learned about sustainable E-commerce
and natural cosmetics at Ecco Verde, had inspiring talks
about mobility and bikes at Eddi, saw the connection
between social issues and sustainability at Tag.Werk and
finally browsed through some vintage fashion at Dogdays
of Summer.

OPENING
CEREMONY

OFFICIAL OPENING
Next to an inspiring speech from our board about the days
that laid ahead of us, also Elke Heinrichs from the city of
Graz welcomed our local and international guests. Clemens
Mader, who founded oikos 20 years ago used the opening
ceremony to give us insights on how oikos Graz started.

CLIMATE
ANXIETY

ANNA PRIBIL - PSYHOLOGISTS FOR FUTURE
"From

Climate

Anxiety

to

Climate

Resilience.

The

Psychology of the Climate Crisis" by Anna, a psychologist
from Psy4Future and eco-consultant. We got introduced to
some psychological frameworks regarding climate anxiety
but also had a space to share our own experiences.

ICC
PARTY

PARTY AT DAS LIEBIG
We rounded up this day with delicious food and tasty drinks
at Das Liebig. Talking, laughing and sharing our experiences
in a restaurant that focuses on regionality and sustainability
in their food was the perfect ending to this day!
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DAY 3

You - Surrounding

We started the day with a wake-up-together” - energizing session and then divided up into our
respectable workshop groups. In the afternoon we learned a lot about wood innovation. Later we
welcomed our Alumnis at the Alumni homecoming session where they could reconnect and meet
other Alumnis. At the same time participants went into various cafés in the city for our World Café. In
the evening we had our oikos Talks on the topic “Policy Making or Policy Faking”. This was also the day
with nearly 80 people joining us to discover more about this topic.
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MORNING
SESSION

WAKING UP + WORKSHOPS
Before we dove into the workshops we had a nice wake up
energizer that got us up and jumping, as well as the energy
flowing - the best grounds for successful workshops

WORKSHOP 1 - SUSTAINABLE HACKATON
Stephan Ziegler, founder of EDDI bike introduced challenges of his Start-Up
regarding Smart Solutions. Great insights into the entrepreneurial world.
WORKSHOP 2 - SUSTAINABLE HR-MANAGEMENT
Agota Szendrei, an experienced consultant, gave input on what sustainability
means in the consulting sector and worked with you in small groups using different
creative methods to harvest some ideas around how to solve the current
challenges that we are facing.
WORKSHOP 3 - SUSTAINABLE CHARITY
Felicitas Karpf, the manager of books4life, openly talked about challenges in the
non-profit world regarding marketing. Through dialogue many new ideas could be
generated.
WORKSHOP 4 - CIRCULAR SPRINT
Tomas Santa Maria, a Senior Researcher in Business Model Innovation at KnowCenter and Ph.D. candidate at the University of Graz, worked with you on a real life
business case provided by niceshops GmbH. Through the circular sprint
participants tried to come up with feasible solutions for the waste generated by
pallets and plastic wrap around the pallets.
WORKSHOP 5 - SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
Stephan Snider, Sustainable Finance Lead at oikos International, introduced you to
the topic of sustainable finance and a toolkit he developed for this purpose. He
showed you different ways how to think about finance in a new way.
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WORKSHOP 6 - STORY LAB
Michael Winter, project manager of Transforming Education at oikos International
showed you the importance of storytelling and how to enhance change by
articulating and formulating new narratives.
WORKSHOP 7 - GETTING POLITICALLY ACTIVE
Mariana and Max, members of Students for Future discussed the relevance of
political activism and took a critical look at current structures, and ways to mobilize
and organize. They taught you how we can overcome certain obstacles through the
power of reflection.
WORKSHOP 8 - GETTING ON TRACK
Peter Supper, a member of Fridays for Future worked you through the key role of
Rail in achieving climate goals. This workshop discussed the key changes that need
to happen in the next 10-15 years to enable rail to compete with low-cost airlines
and other more polluting options.

INPUT
SESSION

WEITZER WOOD SOLUTIONS
Forests are very significant for Styria. Thomas Krenke from
W.E.I.Z

innovation

center

talked

about

his

personal

experience with wood innovations. From great success with
the woodC.A.R to resistance he faced trying to convince
business partners of the durability of hard wood. He made
the need for a system change very clear and showed from
personal experience how it can be done!

WORLD
CAFÉ

CONNECT - PEOPLE ALL AROUND THE WORLD

During the World Café you had the change to deepen your
connections with your fellow participants. With a guided
discussion

on

different

topics

personal

opinions

and

experiences were shared, while enjoying a nice coffee or
even a piece of cake.
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ALUMNI
HOME COMING

RECONNECT
At the same time as the world café oikos alumni had the
chance to get back together and reconnect. Speaking about
what happened in between, as well as sharing fond
memories of their time at oikos. It was a great opportunity
for international alumni to get to know local Graz alumni and
vice versa. Old connections were rekindled and new
connections were formed in a great atmosphere with food
and drinks.

OIKOS
TALK

POLICY MAKING OR POLICY FAKING?
We will reflected on our environmental policies and
legislation in relation to the shift towards a circular
economy. On the stage were Jakob Schwarz - Member of
the Parliament for the Green Party, Kornelia Vogl - SDG
Ambassador, and Ralf Aschemann - Professor of Circular
Economy at the KFU. We also want to thank the participants
who asked so many insightful questions. Through this
dialogue we were able to learn a lot and really get to the
bottom of this issue.

AFTER PARTY

TIME TO RELAX
After the oikos Talk we used the location to provide drinks
food and nice conversation. Mingling with participants as
well as speakers created a great atmosphere. With some
music to round it all of it made for a great after party to relax
after a day full of insights and impressions. With serious
topics we should never forget to take some time to wind
down and just enjoy ourselves - and we think we did a really
good job at that at our after party.
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DAY 4

Us - Network

On the last day of the conference we got inspired by the panelists of our panel discussion on "small
people, big systems" and heard all about their personal stories to becoming system changers. For the
final input session, we invited Rob Hopkins, the initiator of the Transition-Town-Movement, to share his
vision of a more sustainable future and to teach us useful techniques for shaping a better tomorrow. In
the reflection and closing ceremony we harvested and exchanged learnings. We rounded up this
conference with a planting activity at Attemsgarten to foster our connections. We are especially
thankful for the nearly 60 (especially international) people who stayed with us until the very end.
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PANEL
DISCUSSION

SYSTEM CHANGERS

In these 1,5 hours, you got the chance to get inspired by
system changers that are committed to making a positive
impact in this world. Hanna Wundschuh, from Startup
Austria, Gerald Babel-Sutter, from Urban Future, Phil
Wilfling from Fridays for Future as well as Vanessa Roi from
Café Das Liebig shared their personal stories.

REIMAGINING
THE FUTURE

REIMAGINING THE FUTURE
Rob Hopkins, Eco-Activist, Author, and founder of the
Transition-Town-Movement, joined and captured us via
zoom and lead us through an inspiring journey with exciting
activities, group exercises, and time travel. He showed us
hope and gave us the task to train our imagination like a
muscle - it is what will get us to a better future.

CLOSING
CEREMONY

REFLECTION
After this last input we gathered for our closing ceremony.
During this we wrote down a message to our future-selfs
that will be included in a time capsule. We cannot wait to
reach out to all the participants in years time to see what
has changed!

PLANTING
ACTIVITY

LET'S GROW THE RIGHT ROOTS
Finally, we did some planting at the Attemsgarden. It was so
beautiful to see the connections we made turn into
something physical like a plant in a garden. We cannot wait
to see the plants grow and to be reminded of our time
togeter!

DON'T BE AFRAID OF THIS BIG SYSTEM ANYMORE AND SEE
HOW BIG SMALL PEOPLE CAN ACTUALLY BE
#bethechange #getinspired #spreadknowledge #oikoscommunity
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OUR PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS

FUNDING PARTNERS

COLLABORATION PARTNERS
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